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Dear Parents and Students,

right direction

Deciding which subjects to study is an important and exciting part of being in Year 8,
the choices you make will help you fulfil your future plans and aspirations. It is also
necessary to recognise that things can change and studying a balanced key stage
4 curriculum, between the ages of fourteen and sixteen, can lead to many different
routes a few years later.
Getting your pathway right is really important and so our aim is that all students and
their parents should be provided with enough information to make informed choices
about their future. This guide is the key source of information, but the Pathways
Evening on Tuesday 4th April gives you the chance to speak to subject teachers and
ask your questions to find out more.
Personalised advice and guidance will be provided by Form Tutors and others;
please do not hesitate to contact your child’s form tutor, Head of House or myself by
email or via the school office if you have any queries or feel you need some help in
making final choices.
Once you have reached a decision, the completed option form should be returned
to the Student Hub by Tuesday 2nd May. We will then start work on constructing the
timetable for next year. It may be necessary for some students to make alternative
choices as some subject combinations may prove to be impossible to timetable or
some class sizes may be too small to run. If this does happen we will endeavour to
explain the issues and the alternatives with the student promptly and give them the
opportunity to discuss, consider and make a new choice.
We continually look to develop our curriculum so that it achieves a balance
between core subjects for all and a variety of pathways to meet the needs and
interests of individuals.
The main message during the Pathways process is that if you have any questions or
queries ask, so that you are able to make an informed decision.

Yours faithfully,

Mr Myk Wagstaff
Assistant Principal

The Curriculum at Key Stage 4
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Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy believes in offering all students a broad
curriculum that provides access towards further education and a wide choice of
career opportunities. We are moving to a three year key stage 4 curriculum to give
students a longer time on their Key Stage 4 examination courses and we firmly
believe that this will further enhance students’ learning, progress and achievement.
Students have been allocated a Pathway based on data from the end of Key stage
2, and current academic performance here at OSCA.

You have been placed on the Advance pathway.
The Advance pathway has been designed to enable access to Level 3 courses at
Post 16, either A Level, BTEC or a combination, so that you will have the qualifications
necessary for either higher education or higher level apprenticeships.
All students on the Advance pathway will study a broad and balanced curriculum,
following some EBACC subjects (Geography, History, Computer Science, French)
which are highly regarded by universities and colleges, as well as a blend of
traditional and new subjects.
The Advance Pathway
Mandatory Subjects
GCSE English Language
GCSE English Literature
GCSE Maths
GCSE Science
Core PE (not examined)
L4S (PHSE and Citizenship)

Pathway Choices
Block 1 – 1 Subject (3 hours per week) EBACC Subject
Block 2 – 2 Subjects (3 hours per week each)
Block 3 – 1 Subject (2 hours per week)

Important Considerations For Students
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You should find out about:
• Qualifications
• What you will study on the
course
• Entry requirements
• Implications for career choice
– what you can do after the
course?

Remember – Our Careers Officer is always available to offer help and advice.
Advice on choosing your subjects
1. What do I want to do at 16+
• Sixth Form?
• Apprenticeship?
• College?
2. Choose the subjects which will
assist your intentions for 16+.
3. Choose a well-balanced
timetable. Try not to choose all of
your subjects from the same
area.
4. It is best not to pick a subject you
are poor at.
5. Do not pick a subject because you work well for that teacher. It may be a
different teacher taking that subject in years 10 and 11.
6. Do not pick a subject you have not studied before just because you like the
sound of it. If you have not done it before find out as much as you can about
it before making your decision.
7. Do not choose subjects just because your friends have chosen them.
8. Do not be afraid to choose unusual subjects.
9. Creative subjects are very useful.
10. Do not specialise too much.
11. Are you more suited to GCSE or BTEC method of learning?
12. Seek plenty of advice and ask lots of questions.

Some important points for Parents & Guardians
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• Talk to your son/daughter about what their interests are.
• Find out what they would like to do in the future.
• Let them know that jobs for 16 year olds are now virtually non-existent. The key to
their future is in good education, good training and developing skills and abilities
that employers want and are prepared to pay for.
• If in doubt about your son/daughter’s option choices, please contact the
academy to make an appointment to see the Careers Adviser, your Child’s Head of
House or Mr Wagstaff.
• Check that your son/daughter is choosing subjects for the right reasons.
• Try to encourage a variety in their choices – this will allow more choice at Post 16.
The wrong reasons would include:
✘ I like the teacher
✘ All the other choices are boring / too difficult
✘ All my friends are doing that subject
✘ I think it will help me get a job
The right reasons include:
✔ I am good at/enjoy that subject
✔ I know that these subjects will help my career choice, because I have found out
about it
✔ I have achieved good marks and exam grades in the subject
If in doubt – ask for and get help!
Attendance
Our excellent attendance levels are only achieved by working in
partnership with our parents and your support to both your child and
the Academy is paramount in ensuring your child receives the best
education available to them.
Good attendance is vital for students to achieve their full
educational potential and enhance opportunities for
further education and work placements.
As well as good attendance being a legal requirement,
research has also proved that students with good
attendance records benefit in the following ways:







Improved performance in coursework tasks
Enhanced performance in examinations
Continuity of relationships and friendships
Good references for further education or employment
Good habits are formed for later life

Key dates
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Monday 27th
March

Students begin to explore their strengths, abilities
and aspirations through L4S sessions with their form
tutor.

Monday 3rd April

Pathways Assembly for all Year 8 Students

Tuesday 4th April

Tuesday 2nd May

Year 8 Parents Evening and Pathways Evening.
Discuss pathways with subject teachers and
Senior Staff

Pathways Form return deadline.*
Forms to be returned to Student Hub by 3pm

Monday 8th May

Pathways choices reviewed by the Senior
Leadership team. Any issues identified and
discussed with students.

September 2017

Students Begin their KS4 Pathway.

The subjects that students choose to study at Key Stage 4 are extremely important. The
decisions made now will affect the qualifications that they achieve at the end of their
compulsory education and may therefore affect future opportunities and career choices.
For many students, this will be the first major decision about their future that they have to
make. We hope that this decision will not be made lightly and that both students and
parents will take the opportunity to discuss the process together and also with staff in school
to enable an informed decision to be made.
The following pages of this book contain information about individual subjects, please do
read these as a starting point for any decision you make.
At the end of the book you will find your choices form. This must be signed by yourself, your
parents and your form tutor before being handed in. It will be signed off by a senior leader
once your pathways have been confirmed.
Please do take time to consider and finalise your choices before submitting your form. There
is no race to be the first form handed in!
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Advance
Pathway

Mandatory
Subject
Information

English Language
COURSE OUTLINE

AWARDING BODY: AQA
QUALIFICATION: GCSE

AQA GCSE English Language is designed to allow you to
explore a range of written texts, enabling you to
develop the skills you need to read, understand and
analyse a wide range of different texts covering the
19th, 20th and 21st century time periods. You will also
explore how to write clearly, coherently and accurately
using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures.
As a 100% untiered examination course, the
specification features two equally-balanced papers.
Paper 1, Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing,
looks at how writers use narrative and descriptive
techniques to engage the interest of readers; and Paper
2, Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives, looks at how
different writers present a similar topic over time. The
reading sources act as a stimulus for writing tasks,
providing you with inspiration for your own creative
responses.
Additionally, you will complete a practical Spoken
Language Endorsement that will enable you to develop
skills for public speaking and presentations that will be
necessary in later life.

ASSESSMENT METHOD
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative
Reading and Writing (1hr 45 mins
– 50%) Reading and analysing an
unseen Literary fiction extract
Writing a piece of descriptive
narrative writing
Paper 2: Writers Viewpoints and
Perspectives (1hr 45 mins – 50%)
Comparing two non- fiction
extracts (19TH/20TH/21ST Century
texts) Writing an
argument/persuasive pieces.
Spoken Language Endorsement
which is an audio-visual
recording of a 5-minute
presentation followed by 5-10
minutes of questioning (you will
receive a separate certificate at
Pass, Merit or Distinction).

Skills Acquired










Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas.
Select and synthesise evidence from different texts
Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve
effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology.
Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed across
two or more texts.
Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references.
Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style
and register for different forms, purposes and audiences.
Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support
coherence and cohesion of texts.
Demonstrate presentation skills in a formal setting.

English Literature
COURSE OUTLINE

AWARDING BODY: AQA

AQA GCSE English Literature has been designed
to allow you to study a cross section of both the
Literary Heritage and contemporary authors.

QUALIFICATION: GCSE

Here at OSCA, you will study: Shakespeare’s
Macbeth; Robert Louis Stevenson’s The Strange
Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr. Hyde; J.B. Priestley’s An
Inspector Calls; and AQA’s Power and Conflict
Cluster of poetry as well as an unseen poetry unit.
We feel that our range of texts provides you with
exam content that is accessible, inspiring and
most importantly that you, as young people, can
relate to.

ASSESSMENT METHOD

As a 100% examination course, the specification
features two weighted exam papers. Paper 1,
Shakespeare and the 19TH Century Novel, will ask
you to explore how writers use language and
structure to impact upon readers within an extract
and then more widely across the whole text.
Paper 2, Modern Texts and Poetry, will explore your
critical responses to a contemporary play and a
selection of poetry – both seen and unseen.
As part of the Literature course, we will also read
widely around our texts and explore how they fit
into the social and historical contexts in which they
have been written and performed.

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the
19th Century fiction (1hr 45
mins – 40%) Analysis of a
Shakespeare play, Analysis of a
19th Century novel

Paper 2: Modern Texts and
Poetry (2hr 15 mins – 60%)
Analysis of a drama or novel
Analysis of a collection of
poems from an Anthology on
Conflict Exploration of an
unseen poem

Please note that this is an untiered and closed
book specification which means all students will sit
the same paper, regardless of ability, and that no
texts can be taken into the exam room.

Skills Acquired






To respond to texts critically and in detail.
To explain language and structure of texts.
To explore relationships and comparisons of texts.
To show understanding of the literary tradition.
To understand the influence of social and historical contexts.

Maths
COURSE OUTLINE

AWARDING BODY: Edexcel

GCSE Mathematics is an engaging
course specifically designed to equip
students with the essential skills they will
need for their future destinations.

QUALIFICATION: GCSE

Students will gain mastery of
fundamental areas of maths, including:








Number
Algebra
Ratio, proportion and rates of
change
Geometry and measures
Probability
Statistics

The course places great emphasis on
reasoning and problem solving.

ASSESSMENT METHOD
Examinations - 100%
Paper 1 Non-calculator
Paper 2 Calculator
Paper 3 Calculator

Students are entered for one of
two tiers, Foundation or Higher:
The tier of entry will be
determined by mock
examination and other
assessment results

There are two tiers of entry: foundation
tier covers grades 1 to 5 and higher tier
will cover grades 4 to 9.

Skills Acquired





Develop their knowledge and understanding of mathematical concepts and
techniques
Acquire a foundation of mathematical skills for further study in the subject or
related areas
Enjoy using and applying mathematical techniques and concepts, and become
confident to use mathematics to solve problems
Appreciate the importance of mathematics in society, employment and study.

Science (Combined)
COURSE OUTLINE
The new specification provides a challenging
journey through all 3 sciences, focussing in on
how science works, and your skills of scientific
enquiry.
Biology
• Cell biology
• Organisation
• Infection and response
• Bioenergetics
• Homeostasis
• Inheritance, variation and evolution
• Ecology
Chemistry
• Atomic structure and the periodic table
• Bonding, structure, and the properties of
matter
• Quantitative chemistry
• Chemical changes
• Energy changes
• The rate and extent of chemical change
• Organic chemistry
• Chemical analysis
• Chemistry of the atmosphere
• Using resources
Physics
• Forces
• Energy
• Waves
• Electricity
• Magnetism and electromagnetism
• Particle model of matter
• Atomic structure

AWARDING BODY: AQA
QUALIFICATION: GCSE
(Double Award)
ASSESSMENT METHOD
Each GCSE will be assessed
through 2 exams for a total of 6
(no coursework or controlled
assessment)
Six papers: two biology, two
chemistry and two physics. Each
will assess different topics.
Duration: all the papers are 1 hour
15 minutes.

Tiers: Foundation and Higher.
Weighting: the papers are equally
weighted.
Each is worth 16.7% of the grade
and has 70 marks.
Question types: multiple choice,
structured, closed, short answer
and open response.

Skills Acquired
Students will complete 16 required practicals in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. The
required practicals are clearly outlined in the specifications. Students will be assessed on
their practical skills in their exams with at least 15% of the marks coming from questions
relating to practicals.
As a result students will acquire skills in planning, carrying out experiments, analysing data,
and evaluating their experimental method in terms of its validity, reliability, and ultimately
how successful it was overall.
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Block 1
Subject Information

French
Learning languages is all about communication.
The skills you develop in a modern foreign
languages classroom will help you to become an
effective communicator. A languages
qualification is an increasingly important asset in
many careers in the modern world. It will
broaden your horizons and open doors to other
cultures. You will be able to understand foreign
films, songs, and travel and work in other
countries.
Over this three year course, you will study the
following themes and topics:
Theme 1: Identity and culture
Relationships with family and friends, socialising,
personal interests, food and drink, shopping,
social media and technology, celebrations and
festivals, reading, music, sport, film and television.
Theme 2: Local area, holiday and travel
Holidays, travel and accommodation, directions,
eating out, shopping, weather, places to see,
things to do.
Theme 3: School
School day, subjects, rules and pressures,
celebrating success, school trips, events and
exchanges
Theme 4: Future aspirations, study and work
Forming relationships, travel, employment, further
study, volunteering, training, jobs, careers and
professions
Theme 5: International and global dimension
Sports events, music events; campaigns and
good causes, environmental issues.

AWARDING BODY:
EDEXCEL
QUALIFICATION: GCSE
ASSESSMENT METHOD
Paper 1: Listening and
understanding in French (25%)
(Foundation and Higher tier)

Paper 2: Speaking in French
(25%)

Paper 3: Reading and
understanding in French (25%)
(Foundation and Higher tier)

Paper 4: Writing in French (25%)

Skills Acquired






Develop their ability to communicate confidently and coherently
Express thoughts and ideas spontaneously and fluently
Literacy skills and a deeper knowledge about how language works
Develop awareness and understanding of the culture and identities of
the countries and communities where the language is spoken
ICT skills through use of online language learning tools

History B (Schools History Project)
COURSE OUTLINE

AWARDING BODY: OCR

GCSE History has long been seen as an
intellectually rigorous and enabling
subject that will open doors to a wide
variety of professions. Students choosing
to study GCSE History will combine
traditional and innovative topic options
including studies of ‘The Elizabethans’
and ‘The Making of America’.

QUALIFICATION: GCSE

Students will explore the similarities and
differences between lives in the past
and their own lives now through a range
of historical enquiries. Students will
develop their curiosity and their own
opinions based on a respect for
evidence, and build a deeper
understanding of the present by
engaging with and questioning the past.

Thematic Study - The People’s
Health c1250 to present.

The specification is based on content
which helps learners to address
fundamental issues in human history. It
brings together people, events and
issues that learners will find fascinating
and that will stimulate a desire to explore
the similarities and differences between
people’s lives in the past and their own
lives now.

ASSESSMENT METHOD

Paper 1 (40%):

British Depth Study – The
Elizabethans, 1580 – 1603.

Paper 2 (20%): History Around
Us.

Paper 3 (40%): Period Study The Making of America, 1789 –
1900.
World Depth Study – Living
Under Nazi Rule, 1933 – 1945.

Skills Acquired








Understand change and continuity across a long sweep of history.
Consider about the relationship between past and present.
Understand strong political elements, and consider the interplay
between these and other aspects of society.
Construction of argument and informed debate.
Analysis and evaluation of a range of sources and points of view
Understand strong political elements, and consider the interplay
between these and other aspects of society.

Geography
COURSE OUTLINE
The Geography GCSE course provides a
fascinating and enriching area of study, which
can give students a valuable understanding of
how the world works. The course covers major
global issues including global warming,
deforestation, urban issues and natural disasters.
The Geography Department uses the AQA
specification A syllabus. The syllabus aims to
build on from Key Stage 3, and lay a foundation
for advanced study. There are 6 units, which will
be covered across 3 examination papers.

Many of the skills that pupils develop while
studying Geography will be of great use to them
after they leave school, and are sought after by
employers and universities alike, whatever path
you choose. There are strong links between
Geography and Geology, Biology, History,
Sociology and Mathematics.
Students studying specification A will:
Study physical processes and how they
produce diverse and dynamic landscapes
over time
Learn about the interdependence of
physical environments and the interaction
between people and the environment
Receive balanced and manageable
coverage of both Physical and Human
Geography.







AWARDING BODY: AQA
QUALIFICATION: GCSE
ASSESSMENT METHOD

Paper 1—35%
Living in the Physical World

Paper 2—35%
Challenges to the Human
World

Paper 3—30%
Geographical Application

Skills Acquired
Study of this course will give students the opportunity to develop:









Understanding of the interrelationships between the human and physical world
communication skills, data analysis and spatial awareness skills
graphical and cartographical skills
technological skills including ICT and GIS
interpersonal skills through debate and discussion
literacy and numeracy skills
problem-solving skills
entrepreneurial skills and awareness of career possibilities
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Block 2
Subject Information

Art and Design (Fine Art)
COURSE OUTLINE

AWARDING BODY: OCR

Fine Art is defined here as the practice
of creating work that is primarily for
aesthetic, intellectual or purely
conceptual purposes, rather than
purposes that have a necessarily
practical function.

QUALIFICATION: GCSE

• Learners must explore, acquire and
develop skills, knowledge and
understanding through the application
of techniques and processes specific to
their chosen area of study Fine Art.

Students will be asked to produce a
portfolio of work developed from a
theme. The focus is on including work
that shows exploration, research,
acquisition of techniques and skills in a
range of Art processes.

• Learners must explore practical and
relevant critical and contextual sources
such as the work of historical and
contemporary fine artists and the
different purposes, intentions and
functions of fine art as appropriate to
their own work.
• Learners must demonstrate the
knowledge, skills and understanding
through areas of Fine Art.

ASSE SSMENT METHOD
Coursework: 60 % of final mark
Unit 1: Art and Design Portfolio

Final Exam: 40% of final mark
Unit 2: Art and Design OCR-set Task
THIS IS NOT A WRITTEN EXAM IT IS A
PRACTICAL TASK
Students will be given an exam paper
with a series of themes to choose from.
Students will select one theme that you
will base a project on.
A period of time in which to plan and
prepare a project that will be
sketchbook based. Again the work will
explore a range of Art techniques.
Students will be given ten hours of
controlled time in which to work on a
final piece.

Skills Acquired
Students will learn how to present their art work in a sketchbook. Students are also
assessed on their research skills. In both units students will be asked to gain inspiration from
the work of other artists and designers. From the work they produce on paper, students
will then develop these ideas, using a wide variety of techniques. Once a body of work
has been produced and developed, students will then produce a final piece using the
skills they have learnt through the process. The course also enables students to extend on
their evaluation skills. Part of the course assessment is how students can evaluate their
own and others work through annotation, forming an opinion, comparing and critical
analysis.

Art and Design (Textile Design)
COURSE OUTLINE

AWARDING BODY: OCR

Textile Design is defined here as the creation
of designs and products for woven, knitted,
stitched or printed fabrics and involves an
understanding of fibres, yarns and fabrics.

QUALIFICATION: GCSE

• Learners must explore, acquire and
develop skills, knowledge and
understanding through the application of
techniques and processes specific to their
chosen area(s) of study of Textile Design.
• Learners must explore practical and
relevant critical and contextual sources such
as the work of historical and contemporary
textile designers and the different purposes,
intentions and functions of textile design as
appropriate to their own work.
• Learners must demonstrate the
knowledge, skills and understanding through
area(s) of study relevant to Textile Design.
Areas of study:
Constructed textiles, Digital textiles, Dyed
fabrics, Printed fabrics, Fashion design,
Installed textiles, Soft furnishings, Stitched
and/or embellished textiles

ASSESSMENT METHOD
Coursework: 60 % of final mark
Unit 1: Art and Design Portfolio
Students will be asked to produce a
portfolio of work developed from a
theme. The focus is on including work that
shows exploration, research, acquisition
of techniques and skills in a range of Art &
Textiles processes.
The final external exam is sat in the
January of year 11.
Final Exam: 40% of final mark

Unit 2: Art and Design OCR-set Task
THIS IS NOT A WRITTEN EXAM IT IS A
PRACTICAL TASK
Students will be given an exam paper
with a series of themes to choose from.
Students will select one theme that you
will base a project on.
A period of time in which to plan and
prepare a project that will be sketchbook
based. Again the work will explore a
range of Art/Textiles techniques.
Students will be given ten hours of
controlled time in which to work on a final
textiles piece.

Skills Acquired
Students will learn how to present their art work in a sketchbook. Students are also
assessed on their research skills. In both units students will be asked to gain inspiration from
the work of other artists and designers. From the work they produce on paper, students
will then develop these ideas, using a wide variety of textiles techniques on fabric. Once
a body of work has been produced and developed, students will then produce a final
piece using the skills they have learnt through the process in Textiles form. The course also
enables students to extend on their evaluation skills. Part of the course assessment is how
students can evaluate their own and others work through annotation, forming an opinion,
comparing and critical analysis.

Art and Design (3D Design)
COURSE OUTLINE

AWARDING BODY: OCR
QUALIFICATION: GCSE

3 Dimensional Design enables
learners to explore the
development of ideas using
computer aided design, traditional
sketching and modelling.
Learners will gain an appreciation
of working with different materials,
using a range of machinery and
processes. Throughout the course
learners will work through a
number of projects which will
involve undertaking detailed
research, producing a wide range
of design solutions and producing
their designs in a 3 dimensional
design environment. To support this
learners will explore the work of
historical and modern designers

ASSESSMENT METHOD
The GCSE has TWO components:
Component 01: Portfolio (60%)
Learners will produce a portfolio
of practical work showing their
personal response to a design
problem throughout year 10 and
11. The portfolio will contain
design ideas (sketches,
photographs and digital
evidence) and will show the
process from an initial design to a
final solution.
Component 02: Externally Set Task
(40%)
Set by the exam board and
completed in spring term of year
11.
Learners will be given 10 hours to
produce a solution to a set design
brief. Preparation time and the
supervised time period is set by
the centre.

Skills Acquired







Develop their ideas through investigations informed by selecting
and critically analysing sources.
Apply an understanding of relevant art, craft and design practices
to their work.
Refine their work throughout the design process
Recording of ideas, observations in appropriate ways.
Develop skills in using a range of technological equipment, critically
evaluating their work and identifying improvements

Business Studies
COURSE OUTLINE
In GCSE Business you will apply
knowledge and understanding to
contemporary business issues and to
different types and sizes of businesses in
local, national and global contexts.
Students will develop an understanding
of how these contexts impact on
business behaviour. Students will also
know and understand business
concepts, business terminology, business
objectives, the integrated nature of
business activity and the impact of
business on individuals and wider
society.
You will develop as enterprising
individuals with the ability to think
commercially and creatively to
demonstrate business acumen and draw
on evidence to make informed business
decisions and solve business problems.

AWARDING BODY: Edexcel
QUALIFICATION: GCSE
ASSESSMENT METHOD
Examinations (100%)

Paper 1
Investigating Small Business
(50%)

Paper 2
Building a Business (50%)

Skills Acquired







Develop as effective and independent thinkers.
Use an enquiring, critical approach to make informed judgements.
Investigate and analyse real business opportunities and issues to construct
well argued, well-evidenced, balanced and structured arguments,
demonstrating their depth and breadth of understanding of business.
Develop and apply quantitative skills relevant to business, including using
and interpreting data.
Develop problem-solving and decision-making skills relevant to business.

Dance
COURSE OUTLINE

With a BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts
(Dance) , you are able to explore, challenge
and realise your potential.

AWARDING BODY: Pearson
QUALIFICATION: BTEC Tech
Award
ASSESSMENT METHOD

During the course, students can see whether the
industry is one they want to be in, where they
could go, and gain the knowledge and skills they
need to succeed in their next steps. This course is
designed to enhance performance skills. It is
largely practical and encourages students to
develop their confidence through performance.

The Core Units are:

Students will have the opportunity to work as a
solo artist and as part of a group. They will
develop a range of dance skills and techniques
that will enable them to continue studying
Dance at college. In turn, it will arm them with
vital life skills and prepare them for the world of
work. Budding actors will be able to learn more
about the acting industry and develop a wider
understanding of how you can build a career in
the arts industry.

Unit 3: Performing to a brief
(Externally Assessed)

Unit 1: Exploring the Performing
Arts
Unit 2: Developing Skills &
Techniques

What’s more, the transferable skills you will
master during your studies such as self-reflection,
communication, teamwork and problem solving
will support your progress in the present and
future.

Skills Acquired
Dance allows students to develop crucial lifelong skills. As well as building confidence,
improving communication and enhancing team work and leadership skills, Dance
encourages students to explore other cultures, examine important political, social and
economic issues and debate ethical and moral matters. It promotes creativity, teaches
analytical and evaluative skills and helps students to express their thoughts, feelings and
opinions in a constructive and innovative way. Such skills are highly valued by colleges
and universities.

Drama
COURSE OUTLINE

With a BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts
(Drama), you are able to explore, challenge and
realise your potential.

AWARDING BODY: Pearson
QUALIFICATION: BTEC Tech
Award
ASSESSMENT METHOD

During the course, students can see whether the
industry is one they want to be in, where they
could go, and gain the knowledge and skills they
need to succeed in their next steps. This course is
designed to enhance performance skills. It is
largely practical and encourages students to
develop their confidence through performance.

The Core Units are:

Students will have the opportunity to work as a
solo artist and as part of a group. They will
develop a range of acting skills and techniques
that will enable them to continue studying
Drama at college. In turn it will arm them with
vital life skills and prepare them for the world of
work. Budding actors will be able to learn more
about the acting industry and develop a wider
understanding of how you can build a career in
the arts industry.

Unit 3: Performing to a brief
(Externally Assessed)

Unit 1: Exploring the Performing
Arts
Unit 2: Developing Skills &
Techniques

What’s more, the transferable skills you will
master during your studies such as self-reflection,
communication, teamwork and problem solving
will support your progress in the present and
future.

Skills Acquired
Drama allows students to develop crucial lifelong skills. As well as building confidence,
improving communication and enhancing team work and leadership skills, Drama
encourages students to explore other cultures, examine important political, social and
economic issues and debate ethical and moral matters. It promotes creativity, teaches
analytical and evaluative skills and helps students to express their thoughts, feelings and
opinions in a constructive and innovative way. Such skills are highly valued by colleges
and universities.

History B (Schools History Project)
COURSE OUTLINE

AWARDING BODY: OCR

GCSE History has long been seen as an
intellectually rigorous and enabling
subject that will open doors to a wide
variety of professions. Students choosing
to study GCSE History will combine
traditional and innovative topic options
including studies of ‘The Elizabethans’
and ‘The Making of America’.

QUALIFICATION: GCSE

Students will explore the similarities and
differences between lives in the past
and their own lives now through a range
of historical enquiries. Students will
develop their curiosity and their own
opinions based on a respect for
evidence, and build a deeper
understanding of the present by
engaging with and questioning the past.

Thematic Study - The People’s
Health c1250 to present.

The specification is based on content
which helps learners to address
fundamental issues in human history. It
brings together people, events and
issues that learners will find fascinating
and that will stimulate a desire to explore
the similarities and differences between
people’s lives in the past and their own
lives now.

ASSESSMENT METHOD

Paper 1 (40%):

British Depth Study – The
Elizabethans, 1580 – 1603.

Paper 2 (20%): History Around
Us.

Paper 3 (40%): Period Study The Making of America, 1789 –
1900.
World Depth Study – Living
Under Nazi Rule, 1933 – 1945.

Skills Acquired








Understand change and continuity across a long sweep of history.
Consider about the relationship between past and present.
Understand strong political elements, and consider the interplay
between these and other aspects of society.
Construction of argument and informed debate.
Analysis and evaluation of a range of sources and points of view
Understand strong political elements, and consider the interplay
between these and other aspects of society.

Geography
COURSE OUTLINE
The Geography GCSE course provides a
fascinating and enriching area of study, which
can give students a valuable understanding of
how the world works. The course covers major
global issues including global warming,
deforestation, urban issues and natural disasters.
The Geography Department uses the AQA
specification A syllabus. The syllabus aims to
build on from Key Stage 3, and lay a foundation
for advanced study. There are 6 units, which will
be covered across 3 examination papers.

Many of the skills that pupils develop while
studying Geography will be of great use to them
after they leave school, and are sought after by
employers and universities alike, whatever path
you choose. There are strong links between
Geography and Geology, Biology, History,
Sociology and Mathematics.
Students studying specification A will:
Study physical processes and how they
produce diverse and dynamic landscapes
over time
Learn about the interdependence of
physical environments and the interaction
between people and the environment
Receive balanced and manageable
coverage of both Physical and Human
Geography.







AWARDING BODY: AQA
QUALIFICATION: GCSE
ASSESSMENT METHOD

Paper 1—35%
Living in the Physical World

Paper 2—35%
Challenges to the Human
World

Paper 3—30%
Geographical Application

Skills Acquired
Study of this course will give students the opportunity to develop:









Understanding of the interrelationships between the human and physical world
communication skills, data analysis and spatial awareness skills
graphical and cartographical skills
technological skills including ICT and GIS
interpersonal skills through debate and discussion
literacy and numeracy skills
problem-solving skills
entrepreneurial skills and awareness of career possibilities

Media Production
COURSE OUTLINE
Do you fancy taking a hands-on course alongside your
other GCSEs that gives you a taste of what working in
the media industry is like, as well as the skills and
confidence to succeed in your next steps?

AWARDING BODY:
EDEXCEL
QUALIFICATION: BTEC
ASSESSMENT METHOD

The media (TV, Film, Social Media, Radio etc) is one of
the growing sectors of British Industry.
With the new BTEC Tech Award in Creative Media
Production, you get the chance to develop valuable
skills and techniques in different disciplines, produce a
practical response to a digital media brief, and explore
potential careers in the industry.
The course has two internally assessed components,
and one that's externally assessed: These components
build on each other to motivate your students by
helping them put what they’ve learned into practice
and grow in confidence.

Unit 1 – Exploring Media Products

Unit 2 – Developing Digital Media
Production Skills

Unit 3 – Responding to a Brief
(externally assessed)

After completing the course, you can continue on to
further vocational and academic study at level 3, as
well as apprenticeships and traineeships. What’s more,
the transferable skills you master during your studies
such as self-reflection, communication, teamwork and
problem solving will also support your progress in the
present and future.

Skills Acquired









Experiment with a variety of media production skills and techniques
Apply the technical skills that they learn
Reflect on their progress and use of skills, as well as how they could improve.
Learn how to respond to a media brief
Plan their response to the brief
Apply skills and techniques to a production
Justify the process and outcome that they have developed
Reflect on their application of skills, time management and use of resources.

Music
COURSE OUTLINE
Unit 1: The Music Industry – which provides an
overview of the industry, particularly focusing on
the shape of the modern industry and covering
the emergence of the role of the self-employed
producer, performer and promoter. This unit is
assessed in an external exam.
Unit 2: Managing a Music Product – which covers
essential aspects for progression. This unit looks at
the development of a music product. As well as
providing a vehicle for demonstrating skills and
learning, it also introduces the role of planning
and promotion in the management of a music
product. Learners can base their work on a live
concert, event, a CD or online product,
providing opportunities for both music performers
and technologists.
Unit 4: Introducing Music Composition – which
encourages learners to develop creativity in
addressing specific needs and requirements
when responding to client briefs – similar to the
behaviour required in the professional world of
music composition.

AWARDING BODY:
EDEXCEL
QUALIFICATION: BTEC
ASSESSMENT METHOD

Unit 1 – Externally assessed (1hr exam)

Unit 2 – Internally assessed coursework

Unit 4 - Internally assessed coursework

Unit 5 - Internally assessed coursework

Unit 5: Introducing Music Performance – which
enables learners to develop their skills as
performers for progression to the next stage of
their education or training, as well as developing
their technique and reflective practice.

Skills Acquired





Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how the Music Industry works and
how jobs within the industry are connected.
Plan, manage and review a musical event or product, including the marketing and
funding of the project.
Develop and apply performance and rehearsal skills to produce a detailed rehearsal
log and musical performance.
Explore and demonstrate compositional techniques to develop and present pieces of
music in appropriate formats.

Sports Science
COURSE OUTLINE
Sports Science is a vocationally related
qualification that takes an engaging,
practical and inspiring approach to learning
and assessment. It is industry relevant,
geared to key sector requirements and suits
a broad range of learning styles and
abilities.
The Sport Science course offers the students
the chance to develop a wide range of
highly desirable, transferable skills that are
delivered in a practical context and then
evidenced using a variety of different
means. This results in students of all abilities
being effectively engaged and inspired to
achieve.
The world of elite sport is fast expanding and
has embraced sport science disciplines
wholeheartedly in the past few decades.
The Cambridge Nationals in Sport Science
offers students the opportunity to study key
areas of sport science including anatomy
and physiology linked to fitness, health, injury
and performance; the science of training
and application of training principles, and
technological advancement in sport and
sports performance.

AWARDING BODY: OCR
QUALIFICATION:
Cambridge National
ASSESSMENT METHOD

The students will complete four units.

There are two mandatory units:




Reducing the risk of sports
injuries (written examination- 60
marks)
Applying principles of training
(written and practical
coursework)

Plus:



Sports nutrition (written
coursework)
Technology in sport (written
coursework)

Skills Acquired



Spoken communication to be able to express your ideas clearly and confidently
in speech
Teamwork enhancing the ability to work confidently within a group
Analysing and investigating through problem solving and gathering information
systematically to establish facts
The ability to express yourself clearly in writing through written communications
Planning and organising gaining the skills to plan activities and carry them through
effectively
Adaptability to be successful in changing situations and environments



Time management skills to be able to prioritise tasks and work to deadlines.







Religious Studies
COURSE OUTLINE
GCSE Religious Studies provides an opportunity
to explore some of the ethical and philosophical
themes that may come up in everyday life.
Religion is regarded as one of the driving forces
within our world today and over the centuries
gone by. This syllabus acknowledges that the
main religious tradition of Great Britain is
Christianity, and so this forms the basis of the
course alongside another religion of your
choosing. Whilst also considering non-religious
view points from atheism and humanism too.
You will know and understand the influence
beliefs and teachings have on the practices of
individuals, communities and societies.
Paper 1 is on the Study of religions where you will
look at the beliefs and practices of Christians
and another religion.
Paper 2 is on ‘Thematic Studies’ which includes a
choice of units from Relationships and Families,
Religion and Life, Peace and Conflict, Crime and
Punishment, Human Rights and Social Justice.

AWARDING BODY: AQA
QUALIFICATION: GCSE
ASSESSMENT METHOD

Examinations (100%)

Paper 1: Study of Religions:
Beliefs and Practices 50% (1 ¾
hours)

Paper 2: Thematic Studies: 50%
(1 ¾ hours)

In GCSE Religious Studies, you will develop
increased skills in both oral and written literacy.
As well as deepening your analytical and
evaluative skills, which will be split 50:50 between
two examined areas.

Skills Acquired






Show knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs and practices across
individual believers, communities and societies.
Analytical skills of applying and evaluating religious scriptures and teachings
from leaders.
Analysing and evaluating aspects of religion and belief, including their
significance and influence.
Listening to another’s viewpoint, consideration of it and analysis and response
to it. A level of understanding which builds empathy and tolerance of others
who are different to yourself.

Sociology
COURSE OUTLINE

AWARDING BODY: AQA
QUALIFICATION: GCSE

GCSE Sociology helps students to gain
knowledge and understanding of key
social structures, processes and issues
through the study of families, education,
crime and deviance and social
stratification.

ASSESSMENT METHOD
Examinations (100%)

Unit 1 – Paper 1 (50%)

Students will develop their analytical,
assimilation and communication skills by
comparing and contrasting perspectives
on a variety of social issues, constructing
reasoned arguments, making

•

The sociology of families

•

The sociology of education

•

Relevant areas of social
theory and methodology

Unit 2 – Paper 2 (50%)

substantiated judgements and drawing
reasoned conclusions.

•

The sociology of crime and
deviance

•

The sociology of social
stratification

•

Relevant areas of social
theory and methodology

Skills Acquired
Students will be expected to draw on knowledge and understanding of the entire course
to show a deeper understanding of these topics.
By studying Sociology, students will develop transferable skills including how to:


Investigate facts and make deductions



Develop opinions and new ideas on social issues
Analyse and better understand the social world.



Guiding you in the
right direction

Advance
Pathway

Block 3
Subject
Information

Film Studies
COURSE OUTLINE

AWARDING BODY: WJEC

GCSE Film

QUALIFICATION: GCSE

Studies is an introduction to the
study and analysis of popular cinema.
Film is widely acknowledged as the
major art form of the 20th Century and
today film continues to be an important
part of most people’s cultural
experience.
GCSE Film Studies aims to place your
experiences and creative ideas at the
centre of the course. You will explore a
wide range of films and learn through
your own creative work. The course is
underpinned by the relationship
between films, their audiences and the
organisations which produce, distribute
and exhibit them.
The course looks at the storylines, genre
and production techniques used in the
mainstream film industry.
Students will develop increased visual
literacy, analytical skills and creative skills
which will be split 70:30 between
controlled assessment and examined
units.

ASSESSMENT METHOD

Examinations (70%)
Paper 1: Key Developments in
US film 35%
US Film Comparative Study
Key Developments in Film & Technology
US independent Film

Paper 2: Global Film: Narrative,
Representation and Film Style 35%

Controlled Assessment (30%)
 one genre-based film extract (either
from a film or from a screenplay)
 one evaluative analysis of the
production, where learners analyse and
evaluate their production in relation to
comparable, professionally-produced
films or screenplays.

Skills Acquired



Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how films
communicate meanings, evoke personal responses and engage
audiences.
Explore, respond to and evaluate a range of films and topics, including
their own preproduction and production work, using key film concepts
and appropriate terminology.
Demonstrate planning, research and presentational skills.



Use creative and technical skills to construct film products.





Food and Catering
COURSE OUTLINE

AWARDING BODY: AQA
QUALIFICATION: Technical
Award
ASSESSMENT METHOD
Examinations (40%)

This course is more practical in nature
and provides students with knowledge
and highly sought after skills to prepare
them for further study, apprenticeships
and the workplace. Budding chefs will
learn how different techniques affect
the sensory and nutritional properties of
food and be trained in setting up taste
panels, the same method professional
chefs use to trial new menu options.

The exam is 10% planning (written)
and 30% (practical) preparing and
cooking of the planned menu.
This will be externally assessed by a
visiting AQA moderator.
2: Controlled Assessment tasks
Catering for a specific occasionStudents will work in small groups to
prepare, cook and serve a variety of
dishes to a selected group (30%)
Team work will be considered in mark
allocation.
To be internally assessed.
Food preparation skills (30%),
To be accomplished through a series
of practical skills selected by the AQA
board and will be internally assessed.

Skills Acquired





Develop culinary skills including dough making, reduction, filleting and then use
these techniques to produce food to order.
Apply knowledge and understanding of hygiene when preparing and presenting
food.
Plan, prepare, cook and present dishes to carter for various occasions.
Analyse and evaluate different aspects of food to improve its sensory qualities.

Hospitality and Tourism
COURSE OUTLINE

AWARDING BODY: Edexcel
QUALIFICATION:

BTEC Hospitality will inspire and enthuse
students to consider a career in the
hospitality industry. This will give the students
the opportunity to gain a broad
understanding and knowledge of skills in
hospitality industry. You will develop a wider
understanding and appreciation of the
hospitality industry. You will cover the
different aspects of the hospitality industry,
looking at its component parts and different
products and services that are offered.
Team work and customer service for working
in a variety of roles within the hospitality
industry focusing on personal appearance
and personal attributes. You will discover
aspects of health and safety and food
safety law.
This will give students the potential
opportunity to enter employment within a
wide range of junior job roles across the
hospitality industry, for example
waiter/waitress, assistant front-of-house staff,
temporary events hospitality staff,
concessions catering assistants, fast food
servers.

BTEC Level 1/2
ASSESSMENT METHOD
Exam and Internal Assessment

Exam unit
Unit 1: Introducing the Hospitality
Industry

Internal Assessment
Unit 2: Working in the Hospitality
Industry
Unit 3: Food Safety and Health and
Safety in Hospitality
Optional Unit

Skills Acquired






Team working; working from a prescribe brief working to deadlines; presenting
information effectively; and accurately completing administrative tasks and
processes.
Employability skills enabling students to adapt to the ever-changing roles
needed to survive in the global
economy.
Make effective judgements of positive and negative impact based on
analysis of given information.

Performing Arts (Musical Theatre)
COURSE OUTLINE

AWARDING BODY:
EDEXCEL

Why study Performing Arts (musical
Theatre)?

QUALIFICATION: BTEC

If you are passionate about the Arts and
love to perform then BTEC Performing
Arts could be the course for you. It offers
life skills to pupils from developing selfdiscipline and teamwork to those of
reflection and evaluation. It is a valued
subject in many academic and
employment fields.
This course allows you to combine your
skills in singing, acting and dancing.

ASSESSMENT METHOD
The Core Units are:
Unit 1: Exploring the Performing
Arts
Unit 2: Developing Skills &
Techniques
Unit 3: Performing to a brief
(Externally Assessed)

Apart from the study of Music, Dance
and Drama, Performing Arts also serves
to indicate a student’s ability to
communicate and work with others,
react positively in a range of different
situations and to also be able to work
with independence and responsibility.
The wide-ranging skills acquired transfer
naturally into further study and the work
place.

Skills Acquired
Through studying this qualification, all students will gain:
 a wider understanding and appreciation of Performing Arts
 knowledge and experience of the audition, presentation, production
and performance process
 a range of skills, techniques and personal attributes essential for
successful performance in working life

Photography
COURSE OUTLINE
Candidates are introduced to a variety of
experiences exploring a range of lens-based and
light-based media, techniques and processes,
including both traditional and new technologies.
They explore relevant images, artefacts and
resources relating to lens-based and light-based
media from the past and from recent times, including
European and non–European examples.
Candidates must show a knowledge and
understanding of: how ideas, feelings and meanings
are conveyed and interpreted in images, artefacts
and products in their chosen area(s) of study in
Photography:
lens-based and light-based media historical and
contemporary developments and different styles
and genres in relation to Photography: lensbased and light-based media





how images, artefacts and products relate to
social, historical, vocational and cultural contexts



a variety of approaches, methods and intentions
of contemporary and historical artists,
craftspeople and designers from different
cultures and their contribution to continuity and
change in society within their chosen area(s) of
study in Photography: lens-based and lightbased media



a working vocabulary and knowledge of
specialist terms.

AWARDING BODY: AQA
QUALIFICATION: GCSE
ASSESSMENT METHOD
Coursework: 60 % of final mark
Unit 1: Portfolio

Candidate portfolio selected from
work undertaken during course of
study and must include more than
one project.
Final Exam: 40% of final mark
Unit 2: Set Task
THIS IS NOT A WRITTEN EXAM IT IS A
PRACTICAL TASK
Unlimited preparation time.
10 hours of sustained focused study.
Candidates respond to their chosen
starting point.

Skills Acquired










the ability to explore formal elements of visual language; line, form, colour, tone, pattern,
texture, in the context of lens-based and light-based media
investigating different ways of working as appropriate to their chosen area (s) of study
responding to an issue, theme, concept or idea, or working to a design brief
showing in their work the use of viewpoint, composition, focus control, depth of field,
movement and narrative
using appropriate techniques, technologies and equipment for recording images and
lighting subjects within their chosen area
showing an understanding of the developing, printing, manipulation and production
qualities of still and moving images where appropriate
understanding the value of working individually and as a member of a team within their
chosen area
Providing evidence of the use of safe working practices.

Health & Fitness
COURSE OUTLINE

AWARDING BODY: NCFE
QUALIFICATION:
Vocational Qualification

This certificate in Health and Fitness is
designed for students with an interest in
the topic. It will provide students with the
experience of using different training
techniques and methods to enable
them to use these within further
education or apprenticeships.
Health and Fitness will provide students
with the opportunities to develop and
experience their own fitness programme
by:
 Prepare, plan and develop a
personal health and fitness
programme
 Understand the benefits of fitness
 Know the functions of the main
body system
 Understand the benefits of a
healthy balanced diet and how it
affects lifestyles.

ASSESSMENT METHOD
To achieve the NCFE Level 2 certificate
in Health and Fitness, learners are
required to successfully complete four
units:

Unit 1- Principles of health and fitness
(Internally assessed portfolio of
evidence)
Unit 2- Healthy lifestyles (Internally
assessed portfolio of evidence)
Unit 3- Preparing and planning for
health and fitness (Externally set and
marked examination paper)
Unit 4- Develop a personal health and
fitness programme (Internally assessed
portfolio of evidence)

Skills Acquired
Through the delivery of the course, the students gain various employability
skills:








Communication
Problem solving skills
Interpreting information
Research skills
Teamwork
Planning
Health and safety.

Art and Design (Fine Art)
COURSE OUTLINE
Fine Art is defined here as the practice
of creating work that is primarily for
aesthetic, intellectual or purely
conceptual purposes, rather than
purposes that have a necessarily
practical function.
• Learners must explore, acquire and
develop skills, knowledge and
understanding through the application
of techniques and processes specific to
their chosen area of study Fine Art.
• Learners must explore practical and
relevant critical and contextual sources
such as the work of historical and
contemporary fine artists and the
different purposes, intentions and
functions of fine art as appropriate to
their own work.
• Learners must demonstrate the
knowledge, skills and understanding
through areas of Fine Art.

AWARDING BODY: OCR
QUALIFICATION: GCSE
ASSE SSMENT METHOD
Coursework: 60 % of final mark
Unit 1: Art and Design Portfolio
Students will be asked to produce a
portfolio of work developed from a
theme. The focus is on including work
that shows exploration, research,
acquisition of techniques and skills in a
range of Art processes.
Final Exam: 40% of final mark
Unit 2: Art and Design OCR-set Task
THIS IS NOT A WRITTEN EXAM IT IS A
PRACTICAL TASK
Students will be given an exam paper
with a series of themes to choose from.
Students will select one theme that you
will base a project on.
A period of time in which to plan and
prepare a project that will be
sketchbook based. Again the work will
explore a range of Art techniques.
Students will be given ten hours of
controlled time in which to work on a
final piece.

Skills Acquired
Students will learn how to present their art work in a sketchbook. Students are also
assessed on their research skills. In both units students will be asked to gain inspiration from
the work of other artists and designers. From the work they produce on paper, students
will then develop these ideas, using a wide variety of techniques. Once a body of work
has been produced and developed, students will then produce a final piece using the
skills they have learnt through the process. The course also enables students to extend on
their evaluation skills. Part of the course assessment is how students can evaluate their
own and others work through annotation, forming an opinion, comparing and critical
analysis.

KS4 Pathways 2017-2020

Advance Pathway
Name

Tutor Group

Mandatory Subjects

GCSE English Language, GCSE English Literature, GCSE Maths, GCSE Science, , Core PE (not examined)

Block 1:
(pick one  a reserve ‘R’)

Block 2:
(pick Two 
and two reserve ‘R’ )
3 hours each

Geography
History
French
Art (Fine Art)*
Art (3d Design)*
Art (Textile Design) *
Business
Dance
Drama
Geography

History
Media Production
Music
Sociology
Sports Science
RE

Film Studies
Block 3:
(pick one 
and a reserve ‘R’ )
2 hours

*You can only pick 1 Art subject for your first choices in Block 2

BTEC Performing Arts
(Musical Theatre)
Food and Catering
Health & Fitness
Hospitality and Tourism
Photography
Art (Fine Art)*

Drama, Dance and Performing Arts (Musical Theatre) may not be combined .

It will not be possible for us to provide every subject combination, as some may lead to classes which are too small, or it does not fit with the final
timetabled subject groups. If you choose such a combination, you will be advised of this and asked to make an alternative choice.
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Return to the
STUDENT HUB
by Tuesday
2nd May,
3pm.

