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What are Learning Pathways?
Learning Pathways is a process that allows parents, teachers and yourselves to work
together and ensure that when you begin Year 9 in September you will be starting the
right GCSE and BTEC courses to help you succeed.
Through this process you will choose a number of subjects to take as qualifications in
year 11.

Why Choose in Year 8?
The government and exam boards have worked together over the last few years to
overhaul the GCSEs offered in England. These are now more challenging, and most
include content that used to be taught at A level or higher.
All exam papers can now only be taken at the end of year 11.
We have set up Year 9 as a ‘step up’ year where students will develop the skills and
knowledge needed to be successful in their KS4 qualifications.

We believe in offering all students a broad curriculum that provides
access towards further education and a wide choice of career
opportunities.
We are moving to a three year key stage 4 curriculum to give students a
longer time on their Key Stage 4 examination courses and we firmly
believe that this will further enhance students’ learning, progress and
achievement.

Each student has been allocated a Pathway based on data from the
end of Key stage 2, and current academic performance here at OSCA.

The Aspire pathway has
been designed to enable our
most able to access A level
courses at Post 16, and move
onto to a university course of
their choice.

All students on the Aspire
pathway will also achieve the
English Baccalaureate
(Ebacc).
It is expected that the Ebacc
will also be used by colleges,
universities and employers as
a part of their selection
process.

The Advance pathway has
been designed to enable
access to Level 3 courses at
Post 16, either A Level, BTEC
or a combination, with a
possible move on to higher
education or higher level
apprenticeships.
All students on the Advance
pathway will study a broad
and balanced curriculum,
following some EBACC
subjects which are highly
regarded by Universities and
colleges, as well as a blend
of traditional and new
subjects.

The Achieve pathway has
been designed to provide
students with a broad and
balanced set of skills which
will enable them access to
vocational courses in higher
education, or further work
related learning and
apprenticeships.
All students on the Achieve
pathway will study a blend of
traditional and new subjects,
as well as receiving
additional support through a
bespoke study and work skills
programme.

What is the EBACC?

English

Maths

French

Science
History
Or
Geography

The English
Baccalaureate
(EBACC) is a
performance measure
used by the
government.
To gain the EBACC you
must achieve a grade 5
or above at the end of
year 11 in all 5 subjects.

Every student, no matter what Pathway they are on,
will still take the following subjects at GCSE.
GCSE English Language
GCSE English Literature
GCSE Maths
GCSE Science
Core PE (not examined)
L4S (PHSE and Citizenship) (not examined)

Languages Humanities
History
French

OR
Geography

Block A (3hr)

Block B (2hr)

History

Art/Text/Gr

Statistics

Geography

Business

Film Studies

PE

Music

Performing Arts
Food and Cookery

Drama

Sociology

Hospitality & Tourism

Triple Science
Computer Science

RE
RE/PE

Block 1 (3hr)

ADVANCE
PATHWAY

ASPIRE
PATHWAY

Block 2 (3hr) (pick 2)

Block 3 (2hr)

French

History

Art/ Textiles/Graphics
(Pick only 1)

Statistics

History

Geography

Business

Film Studies

Geography

RE

Music

Performing Arts

Computer Science

Sport

Food & Cookery

Sociology

Drama

Hospitality & Tourism

Computer Science

Block 1 (3hr) (pick 2)

ACHIEVE
PATHWAY

Study &
Work Skills
Program

Block 2 (2hr)

Business

Art/
Textiles/Graphics
(Pick only 1)

Hospitality &
Tourism

Music

Drama

Food and
Cookery

Hair & Beauty

Sport

Performing Arts

Pathways
Evening

House
Teams

Pathways
Booklet
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L4S

Subject
Teachers

Connexions

Some help with picking your subjects…
1. What do I want to do at 16+
• Sixth Form?
• Apprenticeship?
• College?
2. Choose the subjects which will assist your intentions for 16+.
3. Choose a well-balanced timetable. Try not to choose all of your subjects from the same area.
4. It is best not to pick a subject you are poor at.
5. Do not pick a subject because you work well for that teacher. It may be a different teacher
taking that subject in years 10 and 11.
6. Do not pick a subject you have not studied before just because you like the sound of it. If you
have not done it before find out as much as you can about it before making your decision.
7. Do not choose subjects just because your friends have chosen them.
8. Do not be afraid to choose unusual subjects.
9. Creative subjects are very useful.
10. Do not specialise too much.
11. Are you more suited to GCSE or BTEC method of learning?
12. Seek plenty of advice and ask lots of questions.

Some useful tips for parents
• Talk to your son/daughter about what their interests are.
• Find out what they would like to do in the future.
• Let them know that jobs for 16 year olds are now virtually non-existent. The
key to their future is in good education, good training and developing skills
and abilities that employers want and are prepared to pay for.

• If in doubt about your son/daughter’s option choices, please contact the
academy to make an appointment to see the Careers Adviser, your
Child’s Head of House or Mr Wagstaff.
• Check that your son/daughter is choosing subjects for the right reasons.
• Try to encourage a variety in their choices – this will allow more choice at
Post 16

The wrong reasons to make a choice
✘ I like the teacher
✘ All the other choices are boring / too difficult
✘ All my friends are doing that subject
✘ I think it will help me get a job

The right reasons to make a choice
✔ I am good at/enjoy that subject
✔ I know that these subjects will help my career choice, because I have found out about it
✔ I have achieved good marks and exam grades in a subject

If in doubt ask for help

Tuesday 12th April

Monday 18th April

Tuesday

19th

April

Tuesday 3rd May

Students begin to explore their strengths, abilities
and aspirations through L4S sessions with their form
tutor.

Pathways Assembly for all Year 8 Students

Year 8 Parents Evening and Options Evening.
Discuss pathways with subject teachers and Senior
Staff

Options Form return deadline.*
Forms to be returned to Student Hub by 3pm

Monday

9th

May

September 2016

Options choices reviewed by the Senior
Leadership team. Any issues identified and
discussed with students.

Students Begin their KS4 Pathway.

The subjects that you choose to study at Key
Stage 4 are extremely important.
The decisions made now, will affect the
qualifications that they achieve at the end of
their compulsory education and may therefore
affect future opportunities and career choices.

For many of you, this will be the first major
decision about their future that you have to
make.
We hope that this decision will not be made
lightly and that both students and parents will
take the opportunity to discuss the process
together and also with staff in school to enable
an informed decision to be made.
Please do take time to consider and finalise
your choices before submitting your form.
There is no race to be the first form handed in!

