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Welcome

Welcome to our second newsletter of this term. All of the students have settled back into their school routines, and year
7 have taken the adjustment from primary to secondary all in their stride. The past few weeks have been filled with
preparation for our open mornings and open evening, as well as continued hard work and support from all students, staff
and parents/carers.

Good News

This week, we had our open evening and open
mornings to welcome prospective students to
our school. The open mornings gave visitors the
chance to see OSCA in it’s natural environment,
showing what a typical school day would look
like. At our open evening, we had such a variety
of things going on. From dance performances to
science experiments, visitors were able to get
involved as well as see the curriculum contents
for each subject. Current students from year 7
to year 11 offered their time to help out in each
department. It was great to see the students
being proud of their school and offering visitors
first hand knowledge on what it is like to attend
OSCA. As always, we are so proud of the
students and we would like to thank all of the

staff who were in attendance too.

Attendance

High attendance is vital to ensure that students reach their maximum potential while at school. Having a
couple of days off here and there may not seem like it will have much of an impact, but by having just 6-10
days off a year, it can drop the chances of achieving those higher grades by 10%. This equates to over 50
hours of learning lost per year. Congratulations to Year 7 who achieved the highest attendance last week!

Notices

College Open Days
Over the next couple of months, colleges and sixth forms in Sandwell will be holding open days for school leavers. Open days are a chance to see

what a college or sixth form offers for each student, and gives an opportunity for students to experience what post-16 life will look like. We will
be posting all upcoming college and sixth form open days in Sandwell over on our social media channels.

Uniform

At OSCA, we have high expectations of everyone at the academy, one of these expectations being uniform. As a reminder, we are asking that all
parents/carers could ensure that their child is correctly dressed every day. For more information about uniform expectations, please see our

website.
Don’t forget to follow us on social media, where n
you can find any news on school activities as well

as updates about recent events. @OSCATweets Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy



At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted aduits with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should thoy feel
itis noeded. This guide focuses on one of many issues which we beliove trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for aduits.
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."LIVE STREAMIN!

Live streaming involves broadcasting and watching videos online in real time, often on social
media or via platforms like YouTube and Twitch. Viewers can interact through comments,
chats and reactions during the broadcast: such instant engagement makes this an exciting
way to share experiences, learn from others and build digital communities: Despite the
WHAT ARE | many positives, live streaming also creates a potential platform for.unsuitable /
content and poses some risks to children: it's essential to keep privacy and
T“E R,SKS? safety in mind and comply with each site or app’s age restrictions: U
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MANAGE MULTISTREAMING () ETINVOLNED YOURSELF

PUT PRIVACY FIRST

tho\g? the streaming ‘s settings, switch Some apps and sites let users stream their Research suggests a signiticant number of streams
Id's account to ‘private’, so only their friends content through munlglo social media platforms at show a child on their own, often in a supposed safe b -

and followers can see their broadcasts. You could also once. A broadcast on SteamYard, for example, can :)oco like their bedroom. If your child wants to live
turn off the live chat, shielding your child from any be shared on YouTube, Twitch, X and Facebook if the ream, ask if you could be t because re
upsetting comments - although viewers' feedback is accounts are linked. The privacy settings can differ interested in how it works. You could even set up your A

en seen as an integral gaﬂ of the fun, identify any on each of these, 50 we'd suggest only streaming via own account to gain a more detailed knowledge of
nearby iterms (such as school uniforms or visi ’ one platform at a time to maintain greater control what your child talks about in their live streams - and
landmt.:s‘that could give away your child's location, over who's watching your child's videos. who they're broadcasting to,

TALK ABOUT LIVE STREAMING CONSIDER THEIR ONLINE REPUTATION

Try to start with positives before discussing potential risks.
You could ask which live streaming oﬁps your child likes and
how they use them, Do they just watch streams or create their
own? Explain why it's unwise to reveal personal information

As the broadcasts are live, it often causes the misconception
among young people that whatever happens in their video simply
‘vanishes’ once the stream ends. However, videos can stay online
indefinitely or be recorded by other users, It's important that your
while streaming (even to friends). If you feel your child’s too child understands what they do and say in a live stream could
young for live streams, explain your reasoning to them and = potentially damage their online reputation and, quite possibly, be
perhaps agree to review this decision in the future. Y seen by prospective future employers, colleges or universities.
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Rhod $mith s Mead of Digital Leaming ot Thomar's Kersington, London
Rocognited In the EdTech 50 UK Awards Yedrbook 202022 for his efforts in the
digital transformation at Cubitt Town Primary School and Tower Hambets, he is
aiso a Google for Education Certified Troiner and guest lectures ot Univessity
Collage London on the integration of tec hnology across the curriculim
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