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Welcome

Welcome to this week’s issue of our newsletter. This week we have welcomed back students after having
a restful half term, and it has been a really positive week. On Wednesday, our brand new canteen
opened. It has been brilliant to see the students enjoying a better and bigger space to enjoy during their
social times. Today, we have had our annual Careers Fayre for our Year 11 students, which has proved to
be hugely successful. We are excited to see what this next half term will bring.

Good News

Our New Canteen

Since before summer, construction has been taking place on our
canteen. We are delighted that building work has now been completed,
and the canteen is open for students to sit in and enjoy their break and
lunch times. The new build has provided so much more space, and we
are extremely happy with the outcome. After opening on Wednesday, it
has been great to see students taking full advantage of this new area.

Year 11 Careers Fayre

Our annual Year 11 Careers Fayre has been a great experience for
students to start getting prepared for life after OSCA. We have had a
wide variety of organisations come in, all who were eager to talk to our
students and offer them support and guidance. Not only that, but
students have also had the opportunity to have 1 to 1 mock interviews.
These interviews allow students to familiarise themselves with this
process, as well as gain vital experience so they feel ready when having
interviews in the future. We would like to say a huge well done to the
students for getting involved today, and also thank you to all of the
outside organisations for coming in and showing our students what they
have to offer.

Attendance

High attendance is vital to ensure that students reach their maximum potential while at school. Having a

1st—Year 7
2nd—Year 8

3rd—Year 9 hours of learning lost per year. Congratulations to Year 7 who achieved the highest attendance this week!

couple of days off here and there may not seem like it will have much of an impact, but by having just 6-10
days off a year, it can drop the chances of achieving those higher grades by 10%. This equates to over 50

Upcoming Events

Year 11 Mocks—Monday 13th to Thursday 23rd November

Year 11 mocks will be happening between Monday 13th to Thursday 23rd November. All year 11's should have received
their Individual Mock Exam Timetable and the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ): Exam Information for Candidates. If
any year 11 student hasn't received one of these packs, could they please go and see Ms Dornelly in the Data and Exams
office (A Block) to get one. Thankyou for your ongoing support with this.

Social Media _

Don’t forget to follow us on social media, where
you can find any news on school activities as well

as updates about recent events.

@OSCATweets Ormiston Sandwell Community Academy



At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted aduits with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should thoy feel
itis noeded. This guide focuses on one of many apps which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Ploase visit nationalcollege.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.
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InOctober;2022/the enormbusl(\ggpular socialmedia networlewitter.was_.‘purchcsed by tech tycoon
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LIMITED REPORTING
FEATURES

X offers a premium m rship, > <}
with somopt'unctlonall.y"zb.such ups
controlling who can view and reply to
your posts) increasingly being made
exclusive to those who pay the
subscription fee. Several
commentators have speculated that
X could one day become an
exclusively paid-for service, with
access to accounts being revoked
for anyone unwilling or unable to
take out a subscription,
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VERIFICATION FOR
SALE

Historically, Twitter's moderators
granted account verification:
certifying someone as authentic by —l'

X has announced plans to remove
its blocklg&hom. Previously, this
stopped other users from n
your profile or sondh% ou direc
messages, while also hiding their
s from r feed. Oni is latter

unction will now remain. The
decision has been criticised by
some ers, who feel th
blocking (in its current form
protects them from X users who
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| DONT RISE TO THE BAIT
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PROTECT PRINACY

Unsavoury characters may try to gain access to To gain more views and followers, some X J Make sure your child understands that X's blue ticks
a young person’s X account - either to view their users post deliberately inflammatory comments no longer guarantee the identity of anyone on the
posts and gather information on them, or to = on sensitive topics such as race, sexual orientation platform. While it might be exciting if a celebrity liked
completely take control of it. To minimise risk, ensure o and ?ondot issues, Many loung people could find this your child’s post, it could just as easily be an imposter
the account has a strong password and enable the = upsetting. Emphasise that, if your child encounters with malicious intentions. if your child’s not 100% sure
‘Protect Your Posts’ feature (via the account someone spreading hate on X, it's best not to give that an X user actually is who they cldim to be, advise
settings), so that strangers can’t view your child's " that person what they want: an argument, Ignore them to err on the side of caution and avoid

posts without first being approved as a follower. them, mute their account and move on. interacting with that account.
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ONLY FOLLOW TRUSTED ACCOUNTS BE READY TO TAKE ACTION

carstands the
Impartan online safety. Weiting ¢ bout nch and fithoss, his articles
b boon pubksbed on influential s2es iIncluding IGN and TochRod or
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Using the ‘Following' tab on X helps to ensure that the only content It your child suffers harassment on the platform or becomes §
(our child sees has come from accounts they've chosen to follow: the target of a hack, you could consider deactivating their account .~
‘ his should reduce the chance of them lnodvorlomly being exposed entirely. Recently, X's safety features have been criticised for alleged| 3

to harmtul, violent or oxrllcl( content, Show your child how to report !ollln? to protect users’ wellbeing - so if your child is being subjected to
another user's account if, say, they’re behaving inappropriately by abusive messages or similar mistreatment on the platform, it might be :
spreading misinformation or offensive opinions. prudent to remove them from X altogether.
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Meet Qur Expert ilelgle
Lioyd Coomitse is Editor in Chiel of garming and esports site On ' l ne
waorknd in the gaming media for around four yoars, Always oc out the S afetyo

yo “1 #HWakeUpWednesday
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Users of this guide do =o at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 01112023



