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World Book Day : 7th March - This year, we will be
celebrating World Book Day by inviting staff and students to

Welcome to the latest edition of our

newsletter - we hope you like the new dress as a character from a book!
| Qi : _ For students, this will be a non-uniform day with a
look! Since coming back after half-term, suggested donation of £1 please,

students have been settling back in to All proceeds will be split between our Library and our

R 1 i Fundraising Project to 'Get OSCA a New Pitch'.
learnlng' Our Year 11's are now in the Students are permitted to wear non-uniform, but dressing

middle of their mock exams and we are so up is encouraged, and prizes will be given for the best
costume!!

proud of them for their hard work this
week. Thank you to parents, carers and
staff or supporting this.

Last week, a group of students were
chosen to take partin a research
project for Middlesex University. This
was a student-led session, and those
involved were able to voice their
opinions surrounding their
citizenship (character development)
lessons. Students were given tasks to
help form their ideas, for example,
ordering the importance of certain
topics. The session was filmed, and
will be sent over to the researchers
at Middlesex University to observe. It
was an insightful session, and their
opinions and suggestions will be used
to help shape the citizenship
curriculum all over the country.
Thank you to all of the students who
took part!

High attendance is vital to ensure
that students reach their maximum
potential while at school. Having a

Don’t forget to follow us on social couple of days off here and there
media, where you can find any news on may not seem like it will have much
school activities as well as updates of an impact, but by having just 6-10
ABGUE FREEIIE BYRNIEE. days off a year, it can drop the
n O chances of achieving those higher
grades by 10%. This equates to over

Ormiston Sandwell

Community Academy @OSCATweets 50 hours of learning lost per year.



At Mational Online Safety, we balieve in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should thay feel
itis noeded. This guide focuses on one of many dovices which we beoliove trusted adults should be owore of. Please visit nationalcollege.com for further guides, hints and tips for aduits.

N hat Parents & Carers Need toKnow about i

Smart TWs connectto the internet with: t!f gead for,o set=top box or, streaming da\rice,_lattiﬁtg Lsers ni_:icesi_
o range of features throughjthe TV siit_i}sallr-fram anzdemand content apps IIkg'B_BC IFlayernto strmmii)ﬁg
services such as Netflix) aswell connecting|tosmartphones and otherwireless devices  Most new televisi

are internet enabled = so whether, yroma thinking of upgradingjyour, home viewing system orbuying an s
ot ; ey e = o 2 g D bt g ]
additional{TV, for,your,chi oom, itis now, even more importan nsidernthe online safety,nspects.®
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UNCONVINCING
SECURITY

As Internet of Things (1oT) devices,
smart TVs can be uniguely
vulnerable to attack. Experts warn
that internet-enabled TVs tend not
to support high-level security
softwadre, 0 you won't always be
able te downlood streng antivirus
programmes ke you would on o
Ennm or computer. Being torgeted
y hackers could be deeply
upsminﬁ for your child, as well as
putting their personal data ot risk,

A SILENTSPY?

Some smort TVE already collect data
o USers’ ulnwlﬂl} habits and then
dlsl:lur targeted advertising based
on that personal information - while
thers have also been reports of
internet-enabled Tvs (and the apps
Installed on them) being used to
'amlasdrnﬁ' on owners. [n models
with a bullt=in microphone (for
volce activation), third pa

could potentially Hsten in on
gomeone’s home life.

CONTACT FROM @@
STRANGERS 4

Many smart TV's can be used for
wab wsing, social media and live
streaming — all of which could allow

nknown users to contact your child

ar vice versa). If your child engages
with these functions of the TV, a
stranger cnuldnrutontlultr discover
thaeir contact information and
potentially then use it to obtain even
maore sensitive personal details,
such as your home address.

Fram Metflix te Disney+ to %
Prime Video, there is a plethora

ol streaming services available, ;
While these services offer content
catering for younger viewers, they

also provide material for more

mature audiences., If you don't have
porental controls set up on your
accounts, your child could find
themselves being exposed to shows

and movies with adult themes,

strong languoge and viclence,

NCRERSED SREEN TME,

The array of content availoble *,
o

S
thmuq‘h smart TVs could leod [ .
your child spending excessive [/ |
amounts of time infront of the | i

screen. Mot only can prelonged
screen time distract from important
activities such as school or
exercise, but experts hove also
warned that endless hours in front of
th&lﬁx th':nld to health problems
including obesity, rs n
p-utmmsgund daprg:::onw ;.

sl e S
REMOTE-CONTROL
RETAIL Wb

Like many online devices, smart l?,.'
TVs facilitate digital purchoses: ;.,* P
buying a new opp or the latest ™
seazon of o favourite show, for
ﬂ example. Iif your child has access toa
bank card and isn't restricted by
spending controls on Ii'la.:l-,rslﬁrn,
t run up o sizeable bill
) thrm.l?h a smart TV fairty quickly -
especially if theyre not quite ol
" encugh to fully appreciate the value
of money.

 Advice for Parents & Carers _

MAKE IT A FAMILY THING CREATE CHILD PROFILES
Much like with smartphones and tablets, apps can be _ ]
g

Family TV time is a great wuyi.ltu madel the responsible enjoyment of
tech nnlug\f - showing your child how to use the smart TV safely for
when they're old enough to watch it independently. You could also
take this opportunity to establish some healthy TV boundaries,
such as time limits on their daily viewing or how to make sure

downloaded onto smart TVs: from free content platforms such aos

BBC iPlayer to paid-for services like Prime Video. Most of these apps allow
ou to create a separate occount for your child which has different settings
o your own — suggesting more child-friendly material and reducing the

they're only watching content that's appropriate for their age. w TR possibility of them viewing explicit content.
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It's likely that your smart TV has built-in parental controls, which If you're concerned about the online safety hazards that o
not only let you filter out age-inappropriote shows, movies and smart TV might pose to your child, you could consider where in
games but can also restrict in-a pg Furc hasing, so your child can’t - your home you put the device. The safest option would be to place the
accidentally spend money through the device. When you've enabled smart TV in a shared family space - so that an adult is usual ;f nearby and -
these sofeguards, have an open conversation with ;.iour child about able to supervise while your child’s watching it = rather than in the relotive
the reasons, nnlpfng them to understand the potential risks. privacy of a bedroom.
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